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According to an article dated May 17 in the New York Times (by Stephen Kinzer, 05/18/88),
"thousands" of contras have fled to Honduras in the past three months since the US Congress cut
off military aid. Next, although the Honduran government denies cooperating with the contras,
their close collaboration is evident. Kinzer points out that one of the contra camps, in the village
of Capire, is 500 yards from a Honduran military post. The majority of the contra force, estimated
at about 5,000, has reportedly moved into a section of Honduras close to the Nicaraguan border
which the Honduran authorities have effectively made available for their use. Honduran soldiers
maintain guard posts along the road into the contra zone, and outsiders are not permitted to pass.
Nonetheless, on May 17, "two correspondents who were able to enter the area found that the contras
have effectively assumed control of an area covering about 120 square miles." The contra zone
is reached by a rugged dirt road that begins outside the town of Las Trojes and winds through
hillside pastures and coffee fields. Meanwhile, in response to Nicaraguan charges, Honduran
Foreign Minister Carlos Lopez Contreras wrote on May 13: "The government of Honduras is not
permitting the contras to use its territory as a base for aggression against Nicaragua, and certainly
not with the direct or indirect support of the Honduran armed forces." Last month, several contra
field commanders urged the removal of their commander-in-chief Enrique Bermudez. However,
with assistance from the Honduran military, Bermudez "appears to have withstood the incipient
rebellion and retained his post." On May 6, for instance, the Honduran authorities detained and
deported seven contra field commanders who had denounced Bermudez. Unnamed diplomats cited
by Kinzer said Honduras acted against the contra rebels at the behest of the CIA. One unnamed
ambassador said, "The Honduran military has virtually become a bodyguard for Bermudez."
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